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HOW TO USE

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is in two loose-leaf volumes. Itis written and
maintained by the Australian Building Codes Board (see “Introduction”) and is published in
conjunction with CCH Australia Limited.

COLOURED TABS

This publication contains a number of basic divisions, each marked distinctively by a
coloured “tab card” — see, for example, the yellow tab card in Volume Two “2 —
Performance Requirements”. The tabs provide a “bird’'s-eye-view” of the contents of each
division. Each tab division has its own table of contents indicating the various matters
treated in that tab.

COLOUR HIGHLIGHTING

To assist in the use of the BCA, red shading is used to highlight “Section”, “Part” and similar
headings and “Application” and “Limitation” clauses associated with “Objectives”,
“Functional Statements” and “Performance Requirements”.

Also, red shading identifies “Explanatory information”, “State/Territory variations” and
“Associated Performance Requirements”.

PAGE NUMBERS

Page numbers, located at the top of each page, are used primarily for the purpose of filing
new updates.

You may notice gaps in the page numbering sequence. These are necessary in a loose-
leaf publication so that new material can be easilyinserted. Where such a gap occurs,
there is a reference to what the next page number will be, for example:

[Next page is 3,601]

CLAUSE NUMBERS

Within each Section, there are a number of Parts and clauses.
The number of the relevant clause (or specification) appears at the bottom of each page
within a tab division.

INDEX

There is a separate Index under the red tab card marked “Index ¢ Abbreviations and
Symbols”. It covers the deemed-to-satisfy provisions in the Code. Referencesin the Index
are to clauses or specifications.

Building Code of Australia1996 +£-Volume Two
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ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

Abbreviations and symbols used in the BCA are conveniently located in the red tab division
“Index * Abbreviations and Symbols”.

HISTORY OF AMENDMENTS

See under the blue tab division “History of Amendments” for an ongoing record of all
amendments to the BCA.

LOOSE-LEAF UPDATES

A loose-leaf update contains pages that need to be filed (as a result of amendments to the
BCA) into the volume. Each loose-leaf update is accompanied by a Filing Record sheet
which tells you which pages to remove from the volume and which new ones to insert.
UPDATE NUMBER

Each odd-numbered page of a loose-leaf update includes an update number located at the
top left corner. For example:

2-12-96

This update number indicates that the page was inserted by Update No 2 issued in
December of 1996.

AMENDMENT NUMBER AND DATE OF ADOPTION

The amendment number, its date of adoption and a summary of changes are provided with
the loose-leaf update. It is important to check the date of adoption as it may not be the
same for all States and Territories.

Amendments to clauses of the BCA are indicated on the relevant pages.

HOW TO FILE

LOOSE-LEAF UPDATES

As amendments to the BCA occur, CCH mails to subscribers an update consisting of new
loose-leaf pages. A loose-leaf update is always accompanied by filing instructions telling
which pages to remove and which new pages to insert. Once the new pages have been
inserted, the Filing Record sheet itself should be filed under the pink tab marked “Filing
Record”.

FILING NEW UPDATES

Each new update is accompanied by a numbered Filing Record sheet with filing instructions
for new pages. Once the new pages have been inserted, the Filing Record sheet itself
should be filed under the pink tab card marked “Filing Record”.

Before inserting the pages of a new update, always check the number of the last update.
This will ensure that no updates are unfiled. (See “Update number”.)

Australian Building Codes Board -+~ CCH AustraliaLimited
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HELP IN FILING

The Filing Record sheet which lies on the top of the loose-leaf pages of each update gives
specific instructions for filing the loose-leaf pages of that update in the binder. More general
instructions on report filing are set out below:

Opening the 5-ring binder . To file the sheets you are, of course, required to open the
rings of the binder. If the binder is new, first remove the small cardboard wedge that was
inserted near the base of the binder for shipment purposes only. To open the binder, lay it
flat on the desk and pull the lever towards you. To close the binder, push the lever back to
ensure that it “clicks”and so is properly locked. During filing, there is no need to “click” it
every time — only when the filing has been completed.

Before you file any update . Always check under the pink “Filing Record” tab to ensure
that your BCA is filed right up to date. The number of the last update filed in your BCA
appears on the last Filing Record sheet filed in that tab division. This ensures that no
update remains unfiled.

Filing. The filing instructions are on the Filing Record sheet. Put this filing sheet to one
side for easy reference and file the remaining loose-leaf pages in accordance with the
instructions given. The instructions require you to remove certain pages from the binder
and insert certain pages.

Page numbering. Sometimes more pages are inserted than are removed; sometimes the
opposite happens. There are often gaps in the page numbering sequence. This allows for
“growth”. Where a page gap occurs, there is a statement of the number of the next page
underneath the page number on the preceding page. The page number is the number in
bold type at the top corner of each page.

Old pages. The pagesremoved from the BCA no longer form part of the Code. In some
instances it may be appropriate to retain these pages for future reference associated with
buildings constructed while they were current. Where removed pages are retained they
should be kept in a separate folder to prevent confusion with replacement pages.

Final step. The final step in filing is always to take the Filing Record sheet and use it to
replace the previous Filing Record sheet in the “Filing Record” tab. This enables you to
check that your filing is up to date. There should only be one Filing Record sheet in this tab
division at any given time.

Comparing old and new pages. “New” and “old” pages can be identified by the update
number. (See “Update number”.) New pages will bear the latest update number.

Do you need more help? For customer service support, please don't hesitate to contact
CCH. Telephone: Sydney 1 300 300 224. Facsimile: 1 300 306 224.

Building Code of Australia1996 +£-Volume Two
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INTRODUCTION

THE BUILDING CODE OF AUSTRALIA

The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is produced and maintained by the
Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government and each State and Territory Government.

The BCA is a uniform set of technical provisions for the design and construction of
buildings and other structures througho ut Australia. It allows for variations in
climate and geological or geographic conditions.

THE AUSTRALIAN BUILDING CODES BOARD

The ABCB is established by agree ment between the Commonwealth Government
and each State and Territory Government. Itis a co-operative arrangement
between the signatories, Local Government and the building industry.

It is responsible to the Planning, Housing and Local Government Ministerial
Council, and has a mission to achieve nationally consistent performance based
building regulatory systems that are efficient, cost effective and meet community
and industry needs.

The Board comprises:

(&) the principal officer of each State and Territory administration
responsible for building regulatory matters;

(b) arepresentative of the Commonwealth;

(c) arepresentative of the Australian Local Government Association
(ALGA); and

(d) industry representatives.

The Building Codes Committee (BCC) is the peak technical advisory body to the
ABCB, with responsibility for technical matters associated with the BCA.

The BCC comprises:
(a) the Executive Director of the ABCB;

(b) one nominee each of the Commonwealth, State, Territory and ALGA
members of the ABCB; and

(c) industry members appointed by the ABCB.

HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A Housing Advisory Committee has been appointed to advise the BCC on the
development of the Housing Code. Members have a wide range of practical and
regulatory experience in the housing industry.

Building Code of Australia1996 -Volume Two
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This committee is an important link between end users and regulators providing
direct advice to the BCC when preparing future changes to the Housing Code and
associated documents, such as Australian Standards.

THE BCA - CONTENT

GOALS

The goals of the BCA are to enable the achievement and maintenance of
acceptable standards of structural sufficiency, safety (including safety from fire),
health and amenity for the benefit of the community now and in the future.

These goals are applied so that the BCA extends no further than is necessary in
the public interest, is cost effective, easily understood, and is not needlessly
onerous in its application.

1996 EDITION
The 1996 edition of the BCA is published in two volumes:

Volume One pertains primarily to Class 2 to 9 buildings

Volume Two pertains primarily to Class 1 and 10 buildings (houses, sheds, carports, etc)

Both volumes are drafted in a performance format to provide greater flexibility for
the use of new and innovative building products, systems and designs.

A user may choose to comply with the Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions (described as
acceptable construction practice in Volume Two) or may use an Alternative
Solution that satisfies the Performance Requirements.

The Deemed-to-Satisfy provisions in this edition generally are the same as those
contained in the 1990 edition of the BCA for Class 1 and 10 buildings, including
amendments one to nine and other changes resulting from the ongoing technical
improvement program.

Note: Class 1 buildings are typically single dwelling houses (not located one
above the other); Class 10 buildings include carports, sheds, fences,
swimming pools etc which may be associated with Class 1 buildings as
well as Class 2-9 buildings. (see Part 1.3 for further information).

STATE AND TERRITORY VARIATIONS AND ADDITIONS

Each State’s and Territory’s legislation adopts the BCA subject to the variation or
deletion of some of its provisions, or the addition of extra provisions. In Volume
Two of the BCA these are divided into 2 types as follows:

a. A variation to the Housing Provisions - these are identified adjacent the
clause that is being varied.

b.  Additional requirements - these are contained in Appendix A.

Australian Building Codes Board - CCH Australia Limited
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THE BCA PERFORMANCEHIERARCHY
The ‘performance hierarchy’ is outlined in the following diagram:

Figure 1 - BCA Hierarchy

OBJECTIVES

FUNCTIONAL
STATEMENTS

PERFORMANCE
REQUIREMENTS

BUILDING SOLUTIONS

DEEMED TO ALTERNATIVE
SATISFY SOLUTIONS
(Acceptable
construction)

Assessment Methods
Part 1.2 of BCA96 Volume Two
Verification methods
Expert judgements
Comparisonto deemed-to-satisfyprovisions

THE HIERARCHY EXPLAINED
Objectives

The Objectives set out community expectations. The Objectives are contained in
Section 2.

Functional Statements

The Functional Statements describe how buildings achieve the Objectives. One or
more Functional Statements follow the Obijectives.

Performance Requirements

The Performance Requirements outline the levels of performance which must be
met in order for a building to meet the Objectives and the Functional Statements.
One or more Performance Requirementsfollow the Functional Statements.

Building Code of Australia1996 -Volume Two
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Applications and Limitations

Applications or Limitations are applied to Objectives, Functional Statements and
Performance Requirements as appropriate to prescribe the circumstances in which
provisions do or do not apply. The Applications or Limitations are shown in shaded
boxes following the appropriate clause in Section 2 of the Housing Provisions.

Building Solutions

The means of achieving the Performance Requirements are called Building
Solutions. The BCA provides for two process pathways which can be followed to
develop Building Solutions.

These are:

Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions

The Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions contained in the BCA include examples of
materials, components, design factors and construction methods which, if
complied with, are conclusive proof that the Performance Requirements have
been satisfied.

Alternative Solutions

Alternative Solutions are proposals that differ in whole or in part from the
Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions and include materials, components, systems,
design factors and construction methods that can be demonstrated to-
(@) comply with the relevant Performance Requirements; or
(b) at least perform in an equivalent manner to the Deemed-to-Satisfy
Provisions.

In either case, the relevant authority, as determined by the building regulatory
legislation in each State and Territory, must be satisfied that the proposal-

(@) complies with the Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions; or
(b)  where an Alternative Solution is used-
(i) complies with the Performance Requirements; or

(i) atleast performs in an equivalent manner to the Deemed-to-Satisfy
Provisions.

A FLEXIBLEAPPROACH

People may use a combination of deemed-to-satisfy (acceptable construction) and
performance design (alternative solutions) to comply with the performance
requirements of the Housing Provisions. An example of such an approach would
be as follows:

* Use the performance (alternative solution) path to prove the acceptability of an
innovative fire rated wall system;

* Design the footings from first principles using AS 3600, an acceptable design
manual, listed in Part 3.11;

* Follow the acceptable construction practice in Part 3.4 to build the timber frame.

Australian Building Codes Board - CCH Australia Limited
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Assessment Methods

There are a number of Assessment Methods that can be used to determine
whether a proposal complies with the Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions or, where
Alternative Solutions are used, complies with the relevant Performance
Requirements.

These Assessment Methods may include one or any combination of the following:

. Documentary evidence as described in 1.2.2.

. Verification Methods
Verification methods may include the following:
(@) Calculations - using analytical methods or mathematical models.

(b) Tests - using a technical procedure either on site or in a laboratory to
directly measure compliance with one or more performance criteria.

(c) Other methods accepted by the relevant authority.

. Comparison with Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions

Where Alternative Solutions are used, comparison with the relevant
Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions to determine that they at least perform in an
equivalent manner.

. Expert Judgements
The opinions of suitably qualified and experienced technical experts.

DEFINITIONS

Words with special meanings are printed in italics and are defined in A1.1.

LEGISLATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

GENERAL

The BCA is given legal effect by building regulatory legislation in each State and
Territory. This legislation consists of an Act of Parliament and subordinate
legislation which empowers the regulation of certain aspects of buildings and
structures, and contains the administrative provisions necessary to give effect to
the legislation.

Any provision of the BCA may be overridden by, or subject to, State or Territory
legislation. The BCA must therefore be read in conjunction with that legislation.
Any queries on such matters should be referred to the State or Territory authority
responsible for building regulatory matters.

Building Code of Australia1996 -Volume Two
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
Administrative provisions covered in the building regulatory legislation may include-

. Plan submission and approval procedures.

. Issue of approvals or permits.

. Inspections during and after construction.

. Provision of evidentiary certificates.

. Issue of certificates of occupancy or compliance.

. Accreditation or approval of materials or components.
. Review and enforcement of standards.
. Fees and charges.

BCA ADOPTION
The adoption of the 1996 edition of the BCA is addressed in Part 1.0 of Volume

Two.

PERFORMANCE IN PRACTICE
In drafting this edition of the BCA, the ABCB intends that each level in the
hierarchy is superior to that below it. This means that in meeting the Performance
Requirements the relevant Functional Statements and Objectives are also met.

For the assessment process of a building proposal associated with the issuing of a
building license, building approval, building permit or the like, it is intended that the
Objectives and Functional Statements are only used where necessary to assist in
the interpretation of the Performance Requirements. For this process it is not
intended that a building proposal be assessed against either the Objectives or
Functional Statements.

For any appeal assessment process, it is not intended that the above restrictions
apply.

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE BCA

Regularamendments are planned to the BCA to improve clarity of provisions,
upgrade referenced documents and to reflect the results of research and improved
technology.

COMMENTS
Comments in writing on any matter concerning the text, presentation or further
development of the BCA are invited from building and other authorities, industry
organisations, professional operatives and the public generally. These comments
should be addressed to:

Executive Director

Australian Building Codes Board
GPO Box 9839

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Australian Building Codes Board - CCH Australia Limited
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PART 1.0 APPLICATION

1.0.1  Adoption

The date of adoption of the 1996 edition of the Building Code of Australia (Volume
One and Volume Two) is-

(@) the 1st of July 1997 for the Commonwealth and in the Australian Capital
Territory, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia; and

(b) to be determined by New South Wales, Northern Territory and South
Australia.

1.0.2 BCA Volumes

(@) Thisis Volume Two of the Building Code of Australia 1996 which contains the
requirements for-

(i) Class 1 and 10 buildings (other than access requirements for people
with disabilities in Class 10 buildings); and

(i)  certain Class 10 structures.
(b) Volume One contains the requirements for-
(i) allClass 2 to 9 buildings; and

(i)  access requirements for people with disabilities in Class 10 buildings;
and

(i)  certain Class 10 structures.

Building Code of Australia1996 +-Volume Two Clause 1 . 0 . 2
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PART 1.1 INTERPRETATION

11.1

Definitions

1111

1112

In the Housing Provisions, definitions are containedas follows:
(@) In Part1.1.1 for definitions that apply to all of Volume Two.
(b) In each Part (as applicable) for definitions that apply to that Part only.
In the Housing Provisions, unless the contrary appears:
Alpine area means land-
(@) likely to be subject to significant snowfalls;

(b) in New South Wales, ACT or Victoria more than 1200 m above the
Australian Height Datum; and

(c) in Tasmania more than 900m above the Australian Height Datum.

Explanatory Information:
See Part 3.7.4 for map of alpine areas.

Alteration , in relation to a building, includes an addition or extension to a building.

Automatic , applied to a fire door, smoke door, solid core door, fire shutter, fire
window, smoke-and-he at vent, sprinkler system, alarm system or the like,
means designed to operate when activated by a heat, smoke or fire sensing
device.

Average recurrence interval applied to rainfall, means the average or expected
interval between exceedances of a given rainfall intensity.

Certificate of Accreditation  means a certificate issued by ABCB or a State or
Territory accreditation authority stating that the properties and performance of
a building material or method of construction or design fulfil specific
requirements of the Housing Provisions.

Combustible -
(&) applied to a material - means combustible under AS 1530.1; or

(b) applied to construction or part of a building -means constructed wholly
or in part of combustible materials.

Common wall means a wall that is common to adjoining buildings other than a
Class 1 buildings.

Designated bushfire prone area  means land which has been declared by
appropriate legislation to be likely to be subject to bushfires.

Building Code of Australia1996 +-Volume Two Clause 1 . 1 . 1 . 2
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Design wind speed means the design gust wind speed for the area where the
building is located calculated in accordance with AS 1170.2 or AS 4055 (see
Table 1.1.1 for Housing Provisions design wind speed descriptions and
equivalent values).

Table1.1.1
DESIGN WIND SPEED - EQUIVALENT VALUES

Note:

1. Wind classification map identifying cyclonic areas (as per AS 4055)is contained in Section 3,
Part 10.1.

2. Information on wind speeds for particular areas may be obtained from the relevant approval authority.

design wind speed areas covered by Part 11.1, high wind areas.

EQUIVALENTVALUES

Housing Provisions Wind Class - AS 4055 Design gust wind speed
description (m/sec) - AS 1170.2
For non-cyclonic For cyclonic Permissible stress
KPH regions A and B regions C and D method only
W28 101 N1 - 28
W33 119 N2 - 33

N3 41

Externalwall means an outer wall of a building which is not a separating wall.

Fire-resistance level (FRL) means the grading periods in minutes determined in
accordance with Specification A2.3 of Volume One of the BCA, for-

(@ structural adequacy; and
(b) integrity;, and

(c) insulation,

and expressed in that order.

A dash, for examples 90/-/- or -/-/-, means there is no requirement for an FRL
for that criterion.

Fire-resisti ng, applied to a structural member or other part of a building, means
having the FRL required for that structural member or other part.

Flammability Index means the index number determined under AS 1530.2.

Clause 1 . 1 . 1 . 2 Australian Building Codes Board 4~ CCH Australia Limited
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Floor area means in relation to a room - the area of the room measured within the
finished surfaces of the walls, and includes the area occupied by any
cupboard or other built-in furniture, fixture or fitting, see Figure 1.1.1.

Figure 1.1.1

IDENTIFICATION OF FLOOR AREA OF A ROOM
Legend:

= Floor areato measured.

- Built in wardrobe

I

Built in desk

Measured from the inner
surface ofthe walls

Foundation means the ground which supports the building, see Figure 1.1.2.

Figure 1.1.2
IDENTIFICATION OF FOUNDATION - Section

Footing

Foundation

Habitable room means a room used for normal domestic activities, and-

(@) includes a bedroom, living room, lounge room, music room, television
room, kitchen, dining room, sewing room, study, playroom, family room
and sunroom; but

Building Code of Australia1996 +-Volume Two Clause l . 1 . 1 . 2
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(b) excludes a bathroom, laundry, water closet, pantry, walk-in wardrobe,
corridor, hallway, lobby, photographic darkroom, clothes-drying room,
and other spaces of a specialised nature occupied neither frequently
nor for extended periods.

High wind area means a region that is subject to design wind speeds more than
W41 and cyclonic winds of W41 or more. (see Table 1.1.1)

Housing Provisions means the requirements for Class 1 and 10 buildings
contained in the Volume Two of the Building Code of Australia 1996 as
published by the Australian Building Codes Board.

llluminance means the luminous flux falling onto a unit area of surface.

Insulation , in relation to an FRL, means the ability to maintain a temperature on
the surface not exposed to the furnace below the limits specified in AS
1530.4.

Integrity , in relation to an FRL, means the ability to resist the passage of flames
and hot gases specified in AS 1530.4.

Internal wall excludes a separating wall, common wall or party wall.
Lightweight construction ~ means construction which incorporate s or comprises-

(@) sheet or board material, plaster, render, sprayed application, or other
material similarly susceptible to damage by impact, pressure or
abrasion; or

(b) concrete and concrete products containing pumice, perlite, vermiculite,
or other soft material similarly susceptible to damage by impact,
pressure or abrasion; or

(c) masonry having a thickness less than 70 mm.

Loadbearing means intended to resist vertical forces additional to those due to its
own weight.

Non-combustibl e -

(@) applied to a material - means not deemed combustible under AS
1530.1 - Combustibility Tests for Materials; and

(b) applied to construction or part of a building - means constructed wholly
of materials that are not deemed combustible.

Other property means all or any of the following-
(@) any building, whether or not on the same or an adjoining allotment; and
(b) any land on an adjoining allotment of land; and
(c) aroad.

Outdoor air means air outside the building.

Clause 1 . 1 . 1 . 2 Australian Building Codes Board 4~ CCH Australia Limited
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Outfall means that part of the disposal system receiving surface waterfrom the
drainage system and may include a natural water course, kerb and channel,
or soakage system.

Private garage means-
(a) any garage associated with a Class 1 building; or

(b) any separate single storey garage associated with another building
where such garage is capable of accommodating not more than 3
vehicles.

Professional engineer means a person who is-

(a) if legislation is applicable - a registered professional engineerin the
relevant discipline who has appropriate experience and competence in
the relevantfield; or

(b) if legislation is not applicable-
(i)  a Corporate Member of the Institution of Engineers, Australia; or

(i)  eligible to become a Corporate Member of the Institution of
Engineers, Australia, and has appropriate experience and
competence in the relevant field.

Registered Testing Authority  means -
(a) the National Building Technology Centre (NBTC);

(b) the CSIRO Division of Building, Construction and Engineering (CSIRO-
DBC&E);

(c) an authority registered by the National Association of Testing
Authorities (NATA)to test in the relevant field; or

(d) an organisation outside Australia recognised by NATA through a mutual
recognition agreement.

Relevant approval authority means the relevant authority as determined by the
building regulatory legislation in each State and Territory.

Required means required to satisfy a performance requirement or a deemed-to-
satisfy provision of the Housing Provisions as appropriate.

Sanitary compartment means a room or space containing a toilet fixture, closet
pan, soil pan, chemical toilet, or the like.

Sarking-type material means a material such as a reflective foil or other flexible
membrane of a type normally used for a purpose such as waterproofing,
vapour proofing or thermal reflectance.

Self-closing, applied to a door or window means equipped with a device which
returns the door or window to the fully closed and latched position
immediately after each manual opening.

Building Code of Australia1996 S-Volume Two Clause 1 . 1 . 1 . 2
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Separating wall means a wall that is common to adjoining Class 1 buildings (see
Figure 1.1.3).

Figure 1.1.3
SEPARATING WALL - (elevation view)

Note: May also be known as a party wall and typically is required to be fire resisting
construction (see Part 3.7.1).

Separating walls - parapet only required above combustibie roofs

/\"//

Dwelling Dwelling Dwelling

Site means the part of the allotment of land on which a building stands or is to be
erected.

Sitework means work on or around a site, including earthworks, preparatory to or
associated with the construction, alteration, demolition or removal of a
building.

Smoke-Developed Index means the index number for smoke developed under AS
1530 .3

Spread-of-Flame Index means the index number for spread of flame under AS
1530.3

Standard Fire Test means the Fire-resistance Test of Elements of Building
Construction as described in AS 1530.4.

Structural adequacy, in relation to an FRL means the ability to maintain stability
and adequate loadbearing capacity under AS 1530.4.

Structural member means a component or part of an assembly which provides
vertical or lateral support to a building or structure.

Surface water means all naturally occurring water, other than sub-surface water,
which results from rainfall on the site or water flowing onto the site, including
that flowing from a drain, stream, river, lake or sea.

Swimming pool means any excavation or structure containing water and used
principally for swimming, wading, paddling, or the like, including a bathing or
wading pool, or spa.

Clause 1 . 1 . 1 . 2 Australian Building Codes Board 4~ CCH Australia Limited
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STATE AND TERRITORY VARIATIONS

In 1.1.1 the definition for swimming pool is substituted in Queensland as

follows:
Swimming pool has the same meaning as in the Queensland Building Act.

Window includes a roof light, glass panel, glass block or brick, glass louvre,
glazed sash, glazed door, or other device which transmits natural light
directly from outside a building to the room concerned when in the closed

position.
1.1.2  Adoption of referenced documents
Where a deemed-to-satisfy provision adopts a Standard, rule, specification or
provision included in any document issued by Standards Australia or other body,
that adoption does not include a provision-
(a) specifying or defining the respective rights, responsibilities or obligations as
between themselves of any manufacturer, supplier or purchaser; or
(b) specifying the responsibilities of any trades person or other building
operative, architect, engineer, authority, or other person or body; or
(c) requiring the submission for approval of any material, building component,
form or method of construction, to any person, authority or body other than a
person or body empowered under State or Territory legislation to give that
approval; or
(d) specifying that a material, building component, form or method of
construction must be submitted to Standards Australia or a committee of
Standards Australia for expression of opinion; or
(e) permitting a departure from the code, rule, specification or provision at the
sole discretion of the manufacturer or purchaser, or by arrangement or
agreement between the manufacturer and purchaser.
1.1.3  Contextof reference
A reference in a deemed-to-satisfy provision to a document under 1.1.2 refers to
the edition or issue, together with any amendment, listed in Part 1.4 and only so
much as is relevant in the context in which the document is quoted.
1.1.4  Difference sbetween referenced documents and the Housing Provisions
The Housing Provisions overrule in any difference arising between it and any
Standard, rule, specification or provision in a document listed in Part 1.4.
Building Code of Australia1996 S-Volume Two Clause 1 . 1 . 4
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1.1.5

1.16

1.1.7

1.1.8

1.1.9

Compliance with all Sections of Housing Provisions

Subjectto 1.1.6, Class 1 and 10 buildings must be so designed and constructed
that they comply with the relevant provisions of Sections 1 to 3 (inclusive) of
Volume Two of the BCA.

Application of the Housing Provisions to a particular State or Territory

For application within a particular State or Territory, Volume 2 of the BCA
comprises-

(@) Sections 1 to 3 (inclusive); and

(b) the variations, deletions and additions to Sections 1 to 3 applicable to that
State or Territory specified in the relevant Appendix.

Language

A reference to a building in the Housing Provisions is a reference to an entire
building or part of a building, as the case requires.

Interpretation of diagrams

Diagrams in the Housing Provisions are used to describe specific issues reference
in the associated text. They are notto be construed as containing all design
information that is required for that particular building element or situation.

Explanatory Information:

Diagrams are used to explain the requirements of a particular clause. Toensure the
context of the requirement is clearly understood, adjacent construction elements of the
building that would normally be required in that particular situation are not always
shown.

ie. Diagrams to show the installation of damp proof courseswill only depict the damp
proof course and associated masonry. It will not necessarily show non-related items
such as wall ties, adjacent timber flooring, reinforcing for any footing etc.

Accordingly,aspects of a diagram that are not shown should not be interpreted as
meaning these construction details are not required.”

Explanatory information

These elements of the Housing Provisions are non-mandatory. They are used to
provide additional guidance on theapplication of the particular clauses and do not
need to be followed to meet the requirements of this code.

Clause 1 . 1 . 9 Australian Building Codes Board -+ CCH Australia Limited
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PART 1.2 ACCEPTANCE OF DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION

1.2.1  Suitability of materials

Every part of a building must be constructed in an appropriate manner to achieve
the requirements of the Housing Provisions, using materials that are fit for the
purpose for which they are intended.

1.2.2  Evidence of suitability

(&) Subjectto 1.2.3 and 1.2.4, evidence to support that the use of a material,
form of construction or design meets a Performance Requirement or a
deemed-to-satisfy provision may be in the form of one or a combination of
the following:

(i) A reportissued by a Registered Testing Authority, showing that the
material or form of construction has been submitted to the tests listed in
the report, and setting out the results of those tests and any other
relevant information that demonstrates its suitability for use in the
building.

(i) A current Certificate of Accreditation.

(i) A certificate from a professional engineeror other appropriate ly
gualified person which-

(A) certifies that a material, design or form of construction complies
with the requirements of the Housing Provisions; and

(B) sets out the basis on which it is given and the extent to which
relevant specifications, rules, codes of practice or other
publications have been relied upon.

(iv) A Standards Mark Certificate issued by Standards Australia.

(v) A current SSL Product Listing Data Sheet and listing in the latest issue
of the Scientific Services Laboratory Register of Accredited Products -
Fire Protection Equipment.

(vi) Any other form of documentary evidence that correctly describes the
properties and performance of the material or form of construction and
adequately demonstrates its suitability for use in the building.

(b) Any copy of documentary evidence submitted, must be a complete copy of
the original report or document.
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1.2.3  Fire resistance of building elements

Where a deemed-to-satisfy provision requires a building element to have an FRL,
it must comply with the acceptable construction method or be determined in
accordance with Specification A2.3 of Volume One - BCA 1996.

1.2.4  Early Fire Hazard Indices

Where a deemed-to-satisfy provision requires a building component or assembly to
have an Early Fire Hazard Index, it must be determined in accordance with
Specification A2.4 of Volume One - BCA 1996.

Explanatory information:

The provisions of 1.2 list acceptable methods to enable verification and acceptance of
both the performance (listed in Section 2) and deemed-to-satisfy options (listedin
Section 3) of the Housing Provisions.

Clause 1 . 2 . 3 Australian Building Codes Board -+ CCH Australia Limited
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PART 1.3 CLASSIFICATION

1.3.1  Principles of classification

The classification of a building or part of a building is determined by the purpose
for which it is designed, constructed or adapted to be used.

Explanatory Information:
1. Class1 and 10 buildingsare classifiedin accordance with this Part; and

2. Class 2 to 9 buildings are classified in accordance with Section A of the BCA,
Volume One.

1.3.2  Classification
Class 1 and 10 buildings are classified as follows:
Class 1 - one or more buildings, which in association constitute-
(@) Class1a- asingle dwelling being-
()  adetached house; or

(i)  one or more attached dwellings, each being a building, separated
by a fire-resisting wall, including a row house, terrace house,
town house or villa unit; or

which are not located above or below another dwelling or another Class
of building other than a private garage (see Figure 1.3.1 and 1.3.2 and
1.3.3

(b) Class 1b- a boarding house, guest house, hostel or the like with a total

floor area not exceeding 300 m2 and in which not more than 12
persons would ordinarily be resident.

Class 10 - a non-habitable building or structure (see Figure 1.3.3) -

(@) Class 10a - a non-habitable building being a private garage, carport,
shed, or the like; or

(b) Class 10b - a structure being a fence, mast, antenna, retaining or free-
standing wall, swimming pool, or the like.

Building Code of Australia1996 +-Volume Two Clause 1 . 3 . 2
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Figure 1.3.1
IDENTIFICATION OF CLASS 1 AND 2 BUILDINGS - (elevation)

Note: For fire resisting construction between Class 1 buildings see Part 3.7.1.1.

Common wall between
Class 1 and 2 buildings

Separating wall between /\

Class 1 buildings

Class 4 Class 2 - sole )
single dwelling accupancy unit

Class 2 buitding
|__ Containing two or
more separate

dwellings,

{may I;te one or described as sole
more storeys) occupancy units,
Class 2 - sole located one above
cccupancy unit the other.
Figure 1.3.2
TYPICAL CLASS 1 CONFIGURATIONS (plan view)
Note: Legend [IIIINNIEENN = Separating wall
Verandah —_—]
3 Class 1 buildings on 3
separate allotments
3 Class 1 buildings
on 2 separate allotments
Clause 1 . 3 . 2 Australian Building Codes Board -B€H Australia Limited
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Figure 1.3.3
DOMESTIC ALLOTMENT - CLASSIFICATION OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES (Plan view)
Note: 1. A Class 10 building may be attached to a Class 1 building.

2. A Class 1 may consist of one or more buildings (eg detached bedrooms).

Class 10b allotmentfence Class 1 - sleepout

\ [

Class 10b Swimming pobl

Class 10a carport N scrllzfjs 10a
1.3.3  Multiple classifications
Each part of a building must be classified separately, and -
(@) Classes la, 1b, 10a and 10b are separate classifications; and
(b) areference to -
(i) Class1 -isto Class 1a and 1b; and
(i) Class 10 -is to Class 10a and 10b.
Building Code of Australia1996 +~Volume Two Clause 133
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PART 1.4

STANDARDS ADOPTED BY REFERENCE

1.4.1 Schedule of referenced documents

The Standards and other documents listed in Table 1.4.1 are referred to in the

Housing Provisions.

Table 1.4.1:
SCHEDULE OF REFERENCED DOCUMENTS
No. Date Title
AS 1038 Coal and coke-Analysis and testing
Part 15 1995 Fusibility of higher rank coal ash and coke ash
AS 1170 Minimum design loads on structures
(SAA Loading Code)
Part 1 1989 Dead and live loads and load combinations
Amdt 1, Jan 1993
Part 2 1989 Wind loads
Amdt 1, Jan. 1991
Amdt 2, Jan 1993
Amdt 3, Dec 1993
Part 3 1990 Snow loads
Part 4 1993 Earthquake loads
Amdt 1, Sept 1994
AS 1191 1985 Acoustics- Method for laboratory measurement of airborne
sound transmis sion loss of building partitions
Amdt 1, Jan 1987
AS/NZS 1200 1994 Pressure equipment
AS. 1214 1983 Hot-dip galvanised coatings on threaded fastners
AS 1250 1981 The use of steel in structures
(SAA Steel Structures Code)
Amdt 2, Oct. 1984
AS 1273 1991 Unplasticized PVC (UPVC) downpipe and fittings for rainwater
AS 1276 1979 Methods for determination of Sound Transmission Class and
Noise Isolation Class of building partitions
AS 1288 1994 Glass in buildings - Selection and Installation
AS 1289 1984 Methods of testing soils for engineering purposes
AS 1302 1991 Steel reinforcing bars for concrete
AS 1304 1991 Welded wire reinforcing fabric
AS 1379 1991 The specification and manufacture of concrete
AS 1397 1993 Steel sheet and strip - Hot-dipped zinc coated or

aluminium/zinc coated

Building Code of Australia1996 -Volume Two
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Table 1.4.1 continued

AS 1492 1973 Flooring milled from radiata pine
AS 1526 1974 One-part polysulphide based sealing compounds for the building
industry
AS 1527 1974 Two-part polysu Iphide based sealing compounds for the building
industry
AS 1530 Methods for fire tests on building materials components and
structures
Part 1 1994 Combu stibility test for materials
Part 2 1993 Test for flammability of materials
Amdt 1, July 1993
Part 3 1989 Simultaneous determination of ignitability, flame propagation,

heat release and smoke release
Amdt 1, April 1992

Part 4 1990 Fire-resistance tests on elements of building construction

[Note: Subject to the note to AS 407 2.1, reports relating to tests
carried out under earlier editions of AS 1530 Parts 1to 4
remain valid. Reports relating to tests carried out after
the date of an amendment to a Standard must relate to
the amended Standard]

AS 1538 1988 Cold-formed Steel Structures Code
AS 1562 Design and installation of sheetroof and wall cladding
Part 1 1992 Metal

Amdt 1, July 1993
Amdt 2, Sept 1995

AS 1604 1993 Timber-preservative-treated-sawn and round
AS 1627 1990 Metal finishing-preparation and pretreatment of surfaces
AS 1639 1990 The design and installation of corrugated fibre-reinforced

cement roofing and wall cladding
Amdt 1, May 1991

AS 1650 1989 Hot-dipped galvanised on ferrous articles

AS 1657 1992 Fixed platforms, walkways, stairways and ladders - Design,
construc tion and installation
(SAA Code for Fixed Platforms, Walkways, Stairways
and Ladders)

AS 1664 1979 Rules for the use of aluminium in structures
(SAA Aluminium Structures Code)
AS 1668 The use of me